
My dear friends and members of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 

As we reflect on our work as a parish community in 2018, we cannot recall our service to God and one another without 
acknowledging the pain brought upon our Catholic Church this past year by the failings of some church leaders.  
Although steps have been taken for healing to begin, our universal church stands with its cracks exposed and its walls 
buffeted.  Yet, our foundation – you, our local church – remains as strong as ever.  Your faithful presence 
at Mass and strong desire to continue deepening your relationship with Christ and ministering to His people have 
served as an inspiration to me.  For that, I thank you.  

Indeed, our ministry work at St. Francis has always shone as an authentic manifestation of our love for Jesus Christ.  As 
parishioner Donna Ruffin – who has taught Religious Education at St. Francis for 25 years – put it, “Part of being 
Catholic is taking part”.  So, when we see our catechists lovingly witnessing their faith weekly to our youngest 
Catholics and our health ministers reaching out to nurture the physical wellness and spiritual well-being of those in 
pain, we know they are giving back to God.  When we watch our Haiti volunteers traveling 1,416 miles to 
provide medical care and economic counsel to our Haitian brothers and sisters and parishioners of all ages buying and 
wrapping Christmas gifts for Washington DC residents in need, we know we are all born to give back.  

As you know, our service to others can only flourish when we are on solid financial footing.  Currently, our financial 
contributions in our weekly collections do not quite cover our monthly expenses.  Our current year budget represents 
a scaled-back spending plan that pays our bills, allows us to tackle deferred maintenance and puts us on a path to build 
up reserves.  But, we need everyone to play a part to get us there.  

Today I hope you will embrace your role to give back to our local church.  As we launch our 2018 Offertory Campaign, 
“Responding to God’s Call to Love and to Serve,” I ask you to pray and consider whether you can 
increase your level of contribution to our church.  Tithing is an act of worship and faith that demonstrates God is 
first in our lives.  Giving 10 percent of one’s total income to the church is a lofty goal, but even increasing your tithing 
incrementally would help immensely.  

Please review the contents of this brochure and consider how you and your family can help St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
continue the work of Christ.  Our goal is a simple one: to increase our Sunday offertory contributions, so that income 
consistently matches expenses.  I ask for your prayers Nov. 18 on Commitment 
Sunday, when parishioners will be asked to formally increase their offertory 
contribution.  Please commit to “Responding to God’s Call to Love 
and to Serve” by joining in to financially support our ministries, further 
our mission and reinforce our future as a parish.  

Thank you for your consideration in answering God’s call to love and 
support our local church and its ministries!  

Yours in Christ,

Fr. John

“It is in giving, that we receive!”

Give Online
St. Francis of Assisi Parish offers online 

giving through Faith Direct, which makes 
contributing to our church as easy as 

paying a bill online.  

Benefits:
• Online giving works directly with your bank, credit or 

debit card in the same way as other electronic fund 
transfers.  

• All transactions are processed electronically, debiting 
your bank account or charging your credit or debit 
cards automatically for the amounts you designate.  

• Faith Direct processes only the amount you designate 
for our church – only you can change the amount 
processed monthly.  

Help St. Francis of Assisi Parish by ensuring your church 
contributions are received consistently and safely, while 
eliminating the need to fill out an offertory envelope or 
remembering to bring cash to church.  Giving online 
through Faith Direct also ensures you can help continually 
support our parish, even when you are out of town.  

To sign up for Faith Direct, go to our web site  
www.sfadw.org and click on the ‘Give’ and ‘Online Giving’ 
links.  If you already have an account, you can make 
changes anytime by accessing your account online or 
contacting the customer service team at (866) 507-8757.  

Please consider using Faith Direct or continue using 
offertory envelopes to support our parish.  If you do not 
receive envelopes but would like to, please contact the 
Parish Office at (301) 840-1407.  Thank you!  

Derwood, MD
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St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church

Statement of Income & Expenses

Commitment Weekend will be held on November 17 and 18.  
Enclosed is a Commitment Card to complete.  We will 
have a special collection during Mass to collect your 
Commitment Card.  The act of making a commitment is a 
covenant between you and God to support our parish mission to 
the best of your abilities for all that you have been blessed.  Your 
new commitment should begin with the next Sunday’s offertory.  
If you are out of town or unable to attend Mass on Commitment 
Weekend, please complete the enclosed Commitment Card 
and return it to the parish office or in the collection when you 
return.  Your commitment, no matter the increase, will be kept 
completely confidential and will not be disclosed in any way.  
Thank you for your generous support of our parish!

How & When Will We Make 
Our Commitment?

Enlivened by God’s grace, we live the good news
• Joyfully sharing God’s love with all
• Being instruments of peace for the poor and vulnerable and
• Continually building up our diverse church community

WE ARE CHANGING LIVES
BECAUSE OF YOUExplore Our Faith

• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
• Faith Formation
• Youth Ministry
• Bible Study
• Religious Education for All Children

Give Shelter to His People
• Rebuilding Together
• St. Vincent de Paul Society
• Sophia House
• Alternative Christmas
• Spirit Giving Tree (Advent)

Care for His Flock
• Friendly Visitors
• Haiti Committee & Café Leon
• Ministry to the Homebound
• St. Francis Health Ministry
• Food Pantry

Worship the Lord
• Choirs
• Joyful Greeters & Ushers
• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
• Lectors
• Eucharistic Adoration

Stand up for Life
• Garden Ministry
• Pax Christi at St. Francis
• Right to Life
• Upcounty Community Resources
• Maryland Catholic Advocacy Network

2017-2018 
Actual

2018-2019 
Budget

Income       
Offertory Collections  $ 1,102,416  $ 1,140,186 
Donations & Bequests  30,788  51,000 
Investment Income  (16,556)  - 
Rental Income  225  300 
Religious Education  29,960  33,000 
Restricted Building Fund Contributions  5,529  6,767 
Fundraising  71,504  64,386 
Other Income  216,605  111,239 
   Total Income  $ 1,440,471  $ 1,406,878 

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits  $ 776,470  $ 745,587 
Parish Life & Worship  65,555  74,057 
Rectory & Parish Clergy  23,700  22,838 
Religious Education  26,275  36,400 
Social Concerns  118,063  31,638 
Administration & Other Costs  62,165  58,235 
Facilities & Maintenance  141,181  158,983 
Archdiocese Assessments  152,301  157,168 
Miscellaneous Parish Costs  64,882  58,282 
Support of Regional School  41,820  52,389 
   Total Expenses  $ 1,472,412  $ 1,395,577 

   Net Income  $ (31,941)  $ 11,301 

HAITI INCOME & EXPENSES ARE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE

2017-2018 Actual Income  Expense 
Sister Parish  $ 70,038  $ 46,706 
Medical Mission  $ 62,099  $ 40,880 


